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Dear Friends,
I write this article as my time as the Interim Pastor at The United Churches draws to a
close. It has been a joy and a pleasure to serve here, to become acquainted with all of
you, and share in the vital ministry of this congregation. I will miss my weekly trips to
Hot Springs and getting to share in your worship life, as well as bringing you a weekly
message. More importantly, I hope my time here has been beneficial in your preparation to call a new pastor.
My heart-felt thanks goes to all of you for the gracious way you received Judy and me
into your church family. We have felt at home among you from the beginning, and we
will miss your fellowship and the spirit by which you seek to carry on ministry in the
name of our Savior.
This year we begin April with the celebration of Easter, the High Holy Day of the
Christian year. Easter celebrates Jesus Christ's victory over death. His resurrection
points the way to both new life now and eternal life to all those who trust in him as
their personal Savior. Easter is also the complete verification that all Jesus preached
and taught during His three-year ministry is truth. If Jesus had not risen from the dead,
if he had merely died and not been resurrected, He would have likely been considered a
great teacher but not the Son of God. However, His resurrection changed all that, giving final and irrefutable evidence that He really was the Son of God and that He had
conquered death once and for all.

Yes, Easter also has its roots in a pagan celebration of the rites of Spring and new life,
which certainly ties right into the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. We have new
life, we have new hope, and we catch a glimpse of eternity through faith in the resurrection.
New life will also soon be coming to the United Churches. I believe you will soon call
a new pastor who will be a blessing to your ministry. I encourage you to receive your
new pastor with the grace and love you have received me. By doing so the United
Churches will continue being a great witness to the love of God.
With appreciation and love,

Pastor John Pehrson
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
“Good-Pie” Appreciation Fellowship!

Good-pie fellowship to be held on Sunday, April 8th at 11:00 am in our Fellowship Hall
to thank Pastor John and Judy for their precious service to the United Churches. You
know how he loves his pie, so bring your favorite “delight” & join us after worship.
Bell Choir Practice to begin… We will be having our first Bell Practice on Thursday, April 12th at 6
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. At that time we will decide on the best day & time for future practices. If
you have any questions please contact Carol Posthumus at 605-484-4117.
ANOTHER CONCERT COMING!
The Black Hills State University Choir will be presenting a concert at the United Churches on Thursday, April 19th at 7:00 p.m. A free-will offering will be taken. More details to follow as they become
available.

“5th Sunday” All-Church Potluck will be on April 29th,
following morning worship service, in the Fellowship Hall. Bring
your favorite casserole, meat dish, salad, or dessert and enjoy
time with the church family!
Heads Up from the Christian Education Team: Camp information is available for each of the
denominations, Dakotas United Methodist Camps at Storm Mountain and Lake Poinsett, Pioneer and
Rimrock Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center at Thunderhead Falls, and the Baptist Camp Judson.
Please contact a Christian Education Team member or the church office for additional information.
A Missions Note from Bruce Blumer: As a friend of LaGonave Alive, just wanted you to know that
we have received funding to finish our school, the Rob Marchand Education Center (RMEC School).
Our plans are to open the school in the fall of 2018. We continue to assist in the areas of education,
healthcare, and ministering to those in need, especially women, children, and the elderly. We appreciate
all the prayers, support, and connections to make this ministry in Haiti possible!
From United Methodist Women:
1. April 14th is UMW “Focus Day 2018” at the Prairie View UM Church in Smithwick. Registration is
8:30 to 9:00 a.m. Deadline is 4/10/18. Please RSVP to 535-2991. Bring your Bible and a willing spirit!
2. From Maxine Tessier: The winner of the Quilt Raffle was Verna Koskin of Wood, SD. A big Thank
You to all who bought tickets. We made $3,255 with this fundraiser! The quilt for 2018 is underway.
Ministry Opportunity with the Hot Springs Ministerial Association’s FOOD PANTRY:
They recently found out that they are losing a long time volunteer at
the end of April. They will need someone to fill the 2nd Thursday of
each month (handing out food at the Pantry), beginning in May.
They also need a couple of volunteers to substitute as well. At this
time they don’t have anyone to cover the 5th Wednesday (doesn’t
happen every month, so it’s a “rare” slot to fill), so if they could get
a couple more “substitutes” that would be great!
Please contact Amy Pucket @ 891-1481 or 745-4660.

APRIL Birthdays:

APRIL Anniversaries:

6
7
8
12

(none)

16
21
24

Steve Keller
Shelby McDill
Sheila DeVries
Darlene Jackson
Angela Puffer
Ed Coates
Darlene Hayden
Chad Olstad
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If your name is not included on the Birthdays
and Anniversaries list and you would like it to
be added, please contact the church office by
email: uc@gwtc.net or call 745-5640.

Dear United Churches,
The PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee) has diligently been working on attainment of a minister for our
congregation. In the past few weeks, we have been in contact with several people that seem promising. We
do not have all the details yet, but the outlook is bright and we will keep you posted.
It is always a joy for us as a committee to tell candidates about our church’s make-up and the missions of our
church members. We are proud of how you share your faith in so many different ways. We are proud of the
fact that for so many years Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians have demonstrated in their relationships
that our church is truly united.
We have heard compliments about Rev. John Pehrson’s preaching (the sermons posted on the United
Churches website). In fact, one of our latest candidates shared that he wished to have Rev. Pehrson as a mentor if that would be possible. Many thanks to Rev. Pehrson for his fine work as our interim pastor this year.
You can be assured that you have a fantastic committee of men and women attending to the research and
communication with these outstanding Presbyterians -one of whom will fill our pulpit. The PNC group has
exhibited stamina over fatigue, renewable energy, humor over despair, relentless research and study and a
faithful pursuit of candidates for over 11 months. We have looked at the PIFs (Pastor Information Form) of
countless candidates and in doing so have learned about the faith walks of these ministers and their churches.
Please extend to these members your thanks for their continued efforts and please continue praying for God’s
help and discernment in order that we call the person who is meant to be our new minister. The members of
the PNC are: Joann Walker, Anne Zwetzig, Darlene Jackson, LynnMichelle Mason, Marce Largent, Garry
Strauser, Owen Meadows, Stefanie Nelson and Mike Buchholz.
========================================================

The Augustana University Choir stopped by The United Churches on Monday, March 12th and entertained us with
an awesome concert. They were on tour in the Black Hills
before heading to Wyoming and Colorado. A BIG “Thank
You” to all the people who opened their homes and hosted the
students Monday evening, and served breakfast Tuesday morning before they boarded their tour bus! Some comments:
“What a wonderful concert! What an honor to have such talented people performing for us! What a refreshing thing to
listen to young people describing their plans for the future!
Thanks to everyone who arranged this special event.”
—Mary Sue Waxler
“The singing was so big that I wanted to open the doors so the
beautiful sound could go on so more people could hear them!”
—Jeanne Wyatt
“We felt blessed to be able to attend! Tremendous skills and
talent!” —John and Carla Johnson

The United Churches
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